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The Staging of Colorectal Cancer: 2004 and Beyond
Carolyn C. Compton and Frederick L. Greene CA Cancer J C/in 2004;54;295-308

Colorectal cancer that has penetrated into but not completely through the muscularis propria is classified as T2. The T3
category refers to all transmurally invasive tumors that are confined to the perimuscular soft tissue (ie,that have neither
violated the serosal surface nor infiltrated an adjacent structure). The minimal criterion for assignment of pT3 is the
absence of any mural muscle between the leading edge of the tumor and the extramural soft tissue. Although it is not
required as a mandatory part of pT3 assessment, measurement of the depth of extramural soft tissue invasion may be
justified, because data indicate that the deeper a tumor invades into the perimuscular tissues, the worse the prognosis.
Extramural extension exceeding S mm appears to be the critical cut point linked to adverse outcome in most
studies. This adverse prognostic association is observed whether or not regional lymph node metastasis is present.
Extramural extension of the tumor within lymphatics or veins does not count as local spread of tumor as defined by T3,
but extramural tumor nodules discontinuous from the primary tumor mass that are irregular in shape are included in the T
category as pT3. If such nodules have smooth contours, they are classified by convention as replaced lymph nodes.




